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Hours after the news on the Taal Volcano
eruption reached Manitoba last January
12, different groups started to organize
fundraising events and launched relief
initiatives.
One of the organizations that set up a
fund drive was the Talisay Association
of Manitoba (TAM) whose members
have families directly affected by the
volcanic eruption. Talisay, which is
bordered in the south by Taal Lake, was
seriously affected. Within the day that
Taal Volcano started spewing ash and
alert level raised to 4, 95% of Talisay
residents were evacuated.
Seeing the need of their folks back
home, the members of TAM immediately
responded through a fund drive that
they ran from January 15 -19 at the
Philippine Canadian Centre of Manitoba.
Photos courtesy: Ron Cantiveros | Filipino Journal
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4-DAY HOT DEALS

january 24 - 27, 2020
Jimel’s Bakery
Pork Asado
810g

4 DAYS ONLY!

1

4 DAYS ONLY!

99/lb

Foo Qua Bittermelon

2

4 DAYS ONLY!

49
/lb

Papayas
Extra Large

2

4 DAYS ONLY!

3

99
/lb

Golden Pompano
Frozen

4 DAYS ONLY!

99
/lb

Ground Beef/Pork
Blend, Fresh

8

99
ea

Gia Milagrosa
Jasmine Rice
40lb

UFC
Spicy Vinegar
750ml

Jack ‘N Jill Chicharron
Ni Mang Juan
Selected Varieties,
90g

UFC
Banana Sauce
550g

Marca Pina Soy Sauce
1000ml

4 DAYS ONLY!

4 DAYS ONLY!

4 DAYS ONLY!

4 DAYS ONLY!

4 DAYS ONLY!

22

99ea

1

89

99
ea

HOT DEAL

2$

Skyflakes Saltine Crackers
800g

for

8

Tatak Pinoy
Tender Sarap
Hot Dogs
300g

4

99
ea

Regent Cakes
Selected Varieties,
10 x 20g

JOIN US AT SAVE ON FOODS
INTERNATIONAL FOR
AYOS SA KUSINA FACEBOOK
LIVE COOKING SHOW!

5

2$

for

FEBRUARY 5th & 19th
MARCH 4th & 18th

1

¢ea

UFC Canton
Noodles
454g

1

99
ea

Purefoods
Corned Beef
340g

5

99
ea

29
ea

UFC
Filipino Spaghetti Sauce
Selected Varieties, 1kg

O’Tasty Dumplings
Selected Varieties,
567g

99

99

2

ea

Vigan Ilocono
Style Longanisa
Selected Varieties,
375g

2

99

ea

AA-1 Sardines
155g

2

3$

for

Lucky Me
Instant Noodles
6 x 60g - 70g

5

2$

for

SW Premium
Pineapple Juice
1.36L

2

99
ea

Prices are valid from January 24 - February 06, 2020

Northgate Shopping Centre: 1399 McPhillips St.
Store Hours: Mon-Sat: 7am - 11pm • Sun: 9am - 6pm
Let’s get social

1

79
ea

FilipinoJournal.com

4

ea

Golden Saba
Whole Steamed
Bananas
454g

5

2$

for

Datu Puti
Vinegar
1000ml

1

29
ea

Buenas
Banana Leaves
454g

99¢
ea

Boy Bawang
Cornick
100g

59

¢ea
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Talisay association members join hands to help kababayans affected by Taal eruption
“Bangon
Talisay,”
a
fundraising activity organized
by the Talisay Association of
Manitoba (TAM) was held last
January 15-19 at the Philippine
Canadian Centre of Manitoba. It
was set up immediately after the
members of the association saw
the urgent need of the stricken
kababayan back home following
the Taal Volcano eruption.

According to its president,
Belinda Garcia, people started
messaging her to ask if something
will be done to gather help for the
Talisenos. Despite worrying about
her own affected relatives, Garcia
reached out to other members and
was overwhelmed by the positive
response she got. “Everyone was
just ready to volunteer,” recounted
Garcia.
Among the groups who
helped TAM was the Philippine
Canadian Centre of Manitoba,
through its president Virgie Gayot
, who willingly provided free
use of the hall while its support
staff,Joseph Dancel, unreluctantly
helped to process the permit and
coordinate the use of the said
venue.
Help poured in for the five
days that TAM ran the fund
drive. Officers, members and
even non-members volunteered.
Many brought food to feed

the volunteers. One member
even brought a videoke for
entertainment. A group of young
massage therapists set up massage
chairs, offered a massage for $10
and donated all the proceeds to
Talisay.
TAM raised over $6000
in cash, cheque and e-transfer
donations
from
members,
non-members
and
various
organizations and businesses in
the community. A daily report of
donations was posted on the TAM
Facebook page. In-kind donations
like clothes, medicines, masks,
toiletries, milk and many others
were also received and sorted for
shipping. All donations will be
sent to the San Guillermo Parish
Church in Talisay, Batangas
with whom TAM officers have
initially coordinated for the
proper receiving and distribution
of donations.
On February 8th which is

Talisay’s annual fiesta, members
decided to turn it to another
fundraising event as an extension
of help to the volcanic eruption
victims who, hopefully, are back
on their feet by then.
The Talisay Association of
Manitoba would like to express
their gratitude to all donors,
volunteers and media (CKJS
810, CBC, UNTV and Filipino

Journal). “It is very heartwarming
that even the people whose
families and relatives were
affected by this calamity, they
are still willing to help,” Garcia
expressed with gratitude.
You can follow the Talisay
Association
of
Manitoba
Facebook page for updates on the
donations and other fundraising
initiatives.

Justin Mendoza raising funds through
massage service

Cheryl Mendoza raising funds through
massage service

Donated masks

Donated medicines

Donated clothes

Members of the Talisay Association of Manitoba
Photos by Belinda Garcia and Ron Cantiveros | Filipino Journal
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The Republic of Adobo
by Rod E. Cantiveros

Natural disaster defines the
goodness of individuals
Taal Volcano eruption sparks
genuine volunteerism spirit to raise
funds for the victims

I

t is an unsullied human
reaction to help those who
have faced the hardiness in
life due to natural disasters and
calamities. Thus, people react
without any hesitation to mobilize
all the efforts and resources to
help the victims.
These tenets have become
so true with the sudden eruption
of Taal Volcano in Batangas,
historically known as “ A volcano
within the lake; and a lake within
the volcano.” And the first stage of
eruption, up to level 4, has been
giving so much havoc to the lives
and properties of those towns
within the 14-km of the volcano.
Ashfall hit the neighbouring
towns and cities and other parts of
the country especially in Luzon,
particularly the Calabarzon.
Batanguenos feared the
danger of the eruption. People
left their homes, their properties,
domesticated animals for the sake
of saving the lives of the victims.
It is a narrative of helplessness,
of fainted sanity and civility. The
havocs of the eruption had left so
much fear, so much danger for the
fury of Taal Volcano.
With the social media and
modern tracking of the situation
by the Philvocs, various groups
and individuals started planning to
fundraise, and Winnipeg’s Filipino
community members rolled down
their sleeves and dedicated their
precious times to help the Taal
Volcano victims.
In the forefront of the
initiative, Belinda Garcia, the
president of the Talisay Association
of Manitoba, immediately felt the
shock of the recurring eruption
and gathered all her officers and
members to raise funds for the
victims in Talisay, her hometown,
and from other towns.
The Philippine Canadian
Centre of Manitoba, through its
current president, Virgie Gayot,
had offered the centre as the place
for the Talisay Association to raise
funds.
Belinda Garcia, president of
Talisay Association of Manitoba
said: “We’re shocked when we
found out that my hometown,
Talisay, is one of the towns
severely damaged by the eruptions.
Looking at our town, looks
like a ghost town and knowing
the plight of our relatives, our
neighbours, our kababayans and
the loss of livelihood, the officers
and members of the association
immediately responded to raise
fund to help our kababayans..” She
continued, “Being unpredictable

of the future dangerous eruptions,
we have to focus more energy
to help more, to bring back the
liveliness of our town and to
address the basic needs of the
evacuees. And I have to thank
everyone who have donated in
cash and in-kind, giving us more
resources to help the victims of
the Taal Volcano eruptions.”
The Town Fiesta of Talisay
will be held on Feb. 8, Saturday,
at PCCM from 5 pm till midnight.
This is the continuation of the
fundraising effort of the Talisay
Association of Manitoba.
Charmaine Hernandez, a
realtor and the 204 Neighbourhood
Watch under the leadership of
Leila Castro, have been promoting
fundraising effort beyond our
community. Leila wants to reach
the multicultural segments in
Winnipeg to be involved in an
effort to fundraise needed for
the victims of the Taal Volcano
eruption.
“My family’s ancestral
house is in San Luis which is just
outside of the 14-km danger zone
of the Taal Volcano.And being
connected with the historic Taal
Volcano, I was moved to extend
our help to provide some basic
needs of the volcano eruption
victims. With this in mind, it
reminds me of the Mt. Pinatubo
eruption in 1991, because, being
married to a Kapampangan, still
so clear in our mind back then, the
devastation of what Mt. Pinatubo
had done to the people and to the
properties of those victims. Our
experience with Mt. Pinatubo has
triggered to help to the recovery
and rebuilding of the many towns,
and it would take longer to go back
to normal life. They need our help
and we are sponsoring “United
For Tall Concert on Jan. 24th from
7 pm at the Maples Collegiate.
And this is only the first wave of
help for the Taal Volcano eruption
victims,” Leila Castro said.
Zumba and dancing have
been incorporated to raise fund to
help the volcano eruption victims,
Mithus Cabrera is so moved by
the devastation of the many towns
in Batangas and in Cavite, and
she initiated “DANCE FOR A
CAUSE”, a dinner/dance on Feb.
14, Friday, 2020 from 6 pm at
Canton Food Buffet. With special
participation of the RFIs and
Zumba Instructors of Winnipeg.
Mithus’ two sons who are based in
Manila have been sending relief
goods and continue volunteering
to help the victims.

Mithus Cabrera, one of
the organizers of “Dance For A
Cause” said on volunteerism: “I
believe this is my calling. I was
given a second life, and as a cancer
survivor, my mission is to help the
needy especially to my relatives
and friends in Taal, Batangas. I
will never stop doing volunteer
work and continue my legacy.”
Added to the fundraising
via Zumba, the Group of Rhiz
Aco who is organizing “Tindig
Kabayan” with the cooperation
of People’s Community Watch
led by Alden Novallasca and it
will be held on Jan. 25, Saturday
at PCCM from 9 am. Come and
join and donate any amount and
the proceeds will be for the Taal
Eruption victims.
Other groups have been
involved to raise more funds,
like the group who initiated the
1st Tala Flashmob for Taal led by
Fran Vasu, Kelly Legaspi and Jp
Sumbilo. The money raised had
been sent to ABS-CBN Lingkod
Kapamilya Foundation. And the
Quezon Province Association
of Manitoba will be raising
funds to help the evacuees who
are temporarily living in some
Quezon towns, like in Tiaong,
Candelaria, Dolores, Sariaya
and San Antonio where there are
more than 12,487 evacuees. This
is in response to the officials of
the province according to Maggie
Chan-Urbano, the president of
QPAM.
“Rise from the Ashes” which
will be held on Feb. 23, Sunday
at the Filipino Seniors Hall at 29
Euclid Ave. from 6 to 10 pm. and
presented by Filipino Music and
Arts Association of Manitoba,
Mario T. Mance P.Eng.Memorial
Scholarship and AYOS TV with
Papa Dee; Filipino Journal, as a
media sponsor. This fundraising
event is collaborated by the
Filipino Seniors Group, Talisay
Association of MB; and the
Cordillerans of Manitoba. The
following talents will be featured
and these include Acoustic Live
Wpg., Gangsa Rhythm Band and
Manitoba local talents. Entrance
is $15 and the proceeds will
be donated to the Taal Volcano
eruption victims.
Other groups had sent some
masks needed by the thousands
of evacuees like the Redublo
Family and Nestor De Quiroz,
a realtor. Nestor said: “Although
our ultimate goal is to help our
kababayans regardless of their
status and where they came from,
Batangas is somewhat close
to my heart. I had lived just a
few kilometres away from the
affected areas. I had worked in
Tagaytay Highlands/Midlands and
befriended majority came from
Talisay. We feel for our closed
friends here in Winnipeg whose
families back home are directly
affected by this eruptions.”
Winnipeg
Max
Restaurant
initiated a $15-breakfast on Friday
with World Vision.
We are opening our hearts
to help and willing to share our
blessings to the victims.Charity
begins at home!

WorldRemit recognizes
the impact of Filipinos
on the Global
Remittance Market

A

ccording to the 2018
Study on International
Money Transfers by
Statistics Canada, Filipino
remitted over $1.1 billion
from Canada alone in 2017,
averaging to $2,855 yearly per
person.
This is expected to grow as
Filipinos remain the top source
of immigrants to Canada.
As the leading remitters,
Filipinos know the ins and outs
of sending money, including the
challenges and inconveniences
that sometimes come with
it, such as high fees, tedious
processing procedures and
long lines for customer service.
This is why the leading mobile
payment company WorldRemit
seeks to provide an alternative
for Filipinos to send money
back to the Philippines not only
with competitive rates but also
with utmost convenience.
“We provide a low-cost,
safe and very convenient way to
send money from Canada to the
Philippines.
We‘ve got more cash pick
up locations than any other
providers, we also transfer
money to bank accounts,
mobile wallets and airtime
top-up,” said Corey Myckan,
Country Director for Canada
at WorldRemit. “The reality is
that it has taken a long time to
build a great network and we
have what I think is an awesome
network that allows people to
send money easily.”
WorldRemit
founder
Ismail Ahmed sent money
back to his family in Africa
and wanted to provide a totally
transparent product offering.
The process of sending money
with WorldRemit is 100%
digital at pay in, and the fees and
exchange rates are disclosed up
front. Users can remit money
from their computers, cell
phones and tablets either on

the WorldRemit website or
download the WorldRemit app
on iPhone and Android.
WorldRemit
recently
moved their operations from
Montreal to Toronto and are
focusing on growing and
marketing
their
services
throughout Canada. Investment
in their marketing initiatives
will focus on Filipino markets
in Toronto and will be looking at
ways to engage the community
across the country.
In an interview for
the Filipino Journal with
WorldRemit’s Corey Myckan,
he mentioned that they do not
have specific plans yet for
Winnipeg, but they recognise
that there’s a huge population of
Filipinos in Peg city. “There’s a
significant chunk of our business
already in Winnipeg and we
are happy to listen and partner
where we can.”
Filipino families are very
entrepreneurial and with very
large family networks, it’s
not uncommon that family
and relatives will refer and
recommend
products
and
services.
“We have initiatives on
referral incentive marketing. We
also have an interesting “Refer
a friend” program. When you
refer a friend to WorldRemit, we
give you up to $30 off your next
remittance,” shared Myckan.
The full details of the program
are on the WorldRemit website.
Setting up an account is
straightforward and easy. All
you need is a credit or debit
card to send money. If you use
a credit card, please check your
credit card policy as WorldRemit
transactions may be classified as
cash advances.
In addition to providing
a low-cost, easily accessible
service, WorldRemit follows
a very strict compliance
and regulation process with
Canadian financial institutions.
WorldRemit is licensed by
FINTRAC (Government of
Canada).

We make your life a little easier
Discover the simplicity of completing your personalized
plans for funeral, reception, cemetery and cremation all
at one beautiful location.
At your time of need or
when planning ahead,
call 204-982-7550
www. glenlawn.ca

Glen Lawn Memorial Gardens
& Funeral Home
by Arbor Memorial

455 Lagimodiere Blvd • Winnipeg
Arbor Memorial Inc.
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House holds ‘symbolic’ session in Batangas DOT-TWG, motorcycle taxis
he chamber of the House City Convention Center is of the Taal Volcano eruption are agree to increase bikers’ cap
of Representatives opened a “symbolic gesture” as the housed.

T

its Wednesday’s session in
the calamity-stricken Batangas
province.
Speaker Alan Peter Cayetano
said the session at the Batangas

lawmakers want to listen directly
The Philippine Institute of
to the victims of the eruption. The Volcanology and Seismology
venue is beside one of the biggest maintains Alert Level 4 over Taal
evacuation centers where victims Volcano.

DOH on alert for family of
Chinese man with novel virus
Secretary Francisco Duque
III of the Department of Health
(DOH) said the Bureau of
Quarantine (BOQ) has no record
of the arrival in Manila of the
four family members of a Chinese
man who tested positive for novel

coronavirus or 2019-nCoV in
Hong Kong.
According to Hong Kong
authorities, the family of the
patient flew to Manila via Cebu
Pacific 5J111, which landed at
1:20 p.m. on January 21. The
Philippines and other health

Rep. Edgar Sarmiento (3,000 per app) and 9,000 in
of Samar, chair of the House Cagayan de Oro (3,000 per app).
transportation
committee,
announced that the Department
of Transportation's technical
working group (TWG) and
motorcycle hailing apps have
come to an agreement to
increase the cap of riders from
30,000 to 63,000.
The three motorcycle
hailing apps Angkas, JoyRide
and Move It also agreed to
expand the pilot testing area to
Cagayan de Oro. There will be
no apprehension of motorcycle
taxis as the test run will continue
until March 20. The new limit
will be 45,000 for Metro Manila
(15,000 per app), 9,000 in Cebu

US cancels Senator
Bato dela Rosa’s visa

authorities abroad have stepped
up efforts to prevent the spread of
the virus. In China, nine people
reportedly died while 440 people
were affected. Similar cases were
likewise reported in the United
States, Thailand, Japan, South
Korea, and Taiwan.

T

he US visa of Senator
Ronald “Bato” Dela
Rosa had been canceled.
This was disclosed by the
senator himself in separate text
messages to reporters. He also
said the US government told
him to re-apply if he wants to
secure a US visa again.
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Rumors
about
the
cancellation of dela Rosa’s visa
circulated last month. He received
the confirmation and official reply
from the US government only last
January 20. The cancellation of
his US visa was supposedly due
to his role in President Rodrigo
Duterte’s brutal war against
illegal drugs.
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How safe is the ‘Safe Philippines’ project?
PEREZCOPE
by Perry Diaz
PerryDiaz@gmail.com

E

mbroiled in controversy,
the Safe Philippines project
is facing strong opposition
in the Philippine Senate due
to negative reports about the
contractor’s ties with China.
Allegations are that the Safe
Philippines project would allow
China to spy on the Philippines
and pose national security risk.
Safe Philippines is a
12,000-camera
closed-circuit
television (CCTV) system to be
installed in the cities of Quezon,
Marikina, Parañaque, Pasig, San
Juan, Valenzuela, and Davao.
The project is a partnership
between the Department of the
Interior and Local Government
(DILG) and China International
Telecommunication Construction
Corporation
(CITCC)
and
Huawei. CITCC will undertake
the project while Huawei will
supply the equipment. The project
will cost P20.31 billion, of which
P1.2 billion will be shouldered by
the Philippine government, while
the rest will be paid through a soft
loan from China Eximbank.
CITCC is an affiliate of stateowned China Telecom, one of
the firms in Mislatel Consortium,
soon to become the country’s
third telecommunication player.

The project is supposed to start
this year and will be completed
by late 2021 or early 2022.
Red flags
But senators have raised
red flags over the surveillance
project since 2018 when then
Senate President Ralph Recto
filed a resolution to probe the
surveillance system project,
citing hacking and espionage
allegations against Huawei.
However, nothing came out of
that investigation.
Recently, Sen. Leila de
Lima filed Senate Resolution No.
275 to formally call for a Senate
inquiry on the Safe Philippines
project, claiming that the project
is an opportunity for China to spy
on Filipinos. She said Filipinos’
right to privacy requires a Senate
inquiry into how information will
be collected by the Chinese firms
behind the project.
"Granting
a
country
whose global reputation for its
forceful espionage activities has
raised worldwide concern, the
opportunity to create a surveillance
system in our country should raise
a red flag for our policymakers to
ensure that none of our national
interests are compromised by
such agreements, particularly our

national security," De Lima said
in a dispatch she sent from her jail
cell in Camp Crame.
However, Interior Secretary
Eduardo Año had assured the
project will be handled by
Filipinos. "They provide the
equipment, and after providing the
equipment, we'll take care of this.
There will be no adviser, there
will be no Chinese technician, all
Filipino," he said.
According to Año, the Safe
Philippines project will enable
a more efficient management of
public order, safety, and security.
He said the project is expected
to reduce crime rate by 15% and
increase response rate of law
enforcers and responders by 25%.
These include police and fire
personnel that act during natural
and human-induced emergencies.
So, what’s the problem then?
Several countries – U.S.,
Japan, Taiwan, and Australia -have banned public procurement
of equipment from Huawei or have
rejected it from developing their
information and communications
technology infrastructure due to
“rising security concerns.”
Backdoors
A
recent
Bloomberg
report revealed that European
telecommunications
company
Vodafone had troubles with
“hidden backdoors in the
software” that could have spelled
out a security issue, giving

Huawei “unauthorized access to
[Vodafone’s] fixed-line network
in Italy” back in 2011 and 2012.
According to the report,
“a backdoor is vulnerability in
a device or software that could
allow access to a system by a third
party.” It is a means of bypassing
the security mechanisms of a
computer system to access its
data. Western nations like the
US are worried that it might
be in the interest of Huawei –
and by extension, the Chinese
government – to use backdoors to
collect intelligence on countries
where their equipment is used.
The intelligence collected may
then be given to China, which
can be used commercially or
politically. Further, the report said:
“Although it has been clarified
that the problems back then were
solved, some people involved
in the security discussions,
according to Bloomberg, revealed
that problems remained. In fact,
they said that problems were even
present outside Italy, in countries
like the United Kingdom,
Germany, Spain, and Portugal.”
Huawei had denied any
connection to China, saying that
it is owned by its employees.
However, its alleged ties with the
Chinese government is a matter
that still worries the U.S. and
other countries in the West.
But its founder, Ren
Zhengfei, was a former officer

Classes may resume
this week in Batangas

C

lasses
for
college
and
universities in Batangas may
resume this week despite the
threat of hazardous eruption of the
Taal Volcano which is still under Alert
Level 4.
This was according to Batangas
Gov. Hermilando Mandanas who also
clarified that only those schools located
outside the 14-kilometer danger zone
would open. The provincial government
is also considering the resumption of
classes on Monday for the senior high
school down to the pre-school. The
opening of classes however depends
on the clearance from the Batangas
Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Office and on the
availability of schools.
According to the Department of
Education (DepEd), more than 140

schools are currently being used as
evacuation centers while more than
70,000 elementary and high school
students are currently displaced. The
DepEd also requires teachers of the
displaced students to either serve
as an augmentation to the schools
where displaced students would be
accommodated, or resume classes at
the temporary learning spaces.

Let’s get social
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in the People’s Liberation Army.
Can Huawei be coerced or swayed
by the powers-that-be in China?
In December 2018, Huawei’s
chief financial officer was ordered
arrested by a New York court for
alleged violation of sanctions
in Iran. It led the U.S. to ask a
Canadian court to extradite her. is
a means of bypassing the security
mechanisms of a computer system
to access its data.
Big Brother
The question is: With all
the bad press Huawei has been
getting, are there other issues
that could compromise the Safe
Philippines project from exposing
the national security of the country
and the privacy of the Filipino
people from “Big Brother”
intrusion? In other words, what
guarantees do Filipinos have that
the Chinese government isn’t
monitoring their moves? It is
a known fact that digital facial
recognition is an integral part of
CCTV. That means that once your
image is captured in the CCTV
data base, people’s movements
are monitored and recorded.
And
while
the
Safe
Philippines project would reduce
crime rate by 15% and increase
response rate of law enforcers and
responders by 25%, it deprives the
citizens of 100% of their privacy.
Ultimately, the question is: How
safe is the Safe Philippines
project?
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Celebrities appeal for animal ‘Tulong Taal’ concert
to raise funds for
rescue amid Taal eruption
eruption victims

A

s many of the pets
and animals were left
behind
during
the
evacuation, celebrities have
also taken action to save them
despite warnings of a looming
explosive eruption from Taal
Volcano.
While doing her job as a
“Rated K” host by covering the
calamity, Korina Sanchez has

, 2017

-JANUA

RY 5,

AFTI:
2612

t 4003

2018

| VOL 31

NO
FILIPI

COMM

UN ITY

PU LS

E OF

NO 24

US

JC Santos reveals marriage,
confirms upcoming parenthood
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JC Santos recently revealed
that he is now married and that he
is about to be a father.
The actor shared the good
news on the sidelines of the
press conference for his newest
movie "On Vodka, Beers, and
Regrets," with Bela Padilla. He
said he tied the knot with his high
school crush, Shyleena Herrera in
September last year. He also said
that they are set to welcome their
baby girl next month.
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their talents for the cause. The
artists involved in the recording
of the Tulong Taal song include
The CompanY, Robert and wife
Isay, Jaya, Ice Seguerra, Aicelle
Santos, Christian Bautista, Mark
Bautista, Kakai, Angeline Quinto,
Frenchie Dy, Bayang Barrios
and others. Those performing for
the cause are Jamie Rivera, The
CompanY, Robert and Isay, Jenine
Desiderio, Richard Reynoso,
Frenchie, Bayang Barrios and the
Mandaluyong Children’s Choir.
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Entrepreneur Dr. Carl Balita,
multi-awarded songwriter Vehnee
Saturno and couple Isay Alvarez
and Robert Seña have teamed up
to launch a project called “Tulong
Taal, A Musical Collaboration.”
Carl said the project aims to
raise funds for the rehabilitation
of
selected
communities,
particularly the restoration of their
livelihood and rebuilding of their
homes. The event will be held at
the Cuneta Astrodome featuring
some artists who are volunteering
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Actress Carla Abellana also
shared that 48 horses are now
safe and being taken care of
in a temporary shelter in Lipa,
Batangas, among other rescued
animals. Abellana is currently
working with the Philippine
Animal Welfare Society (PAWS)
in the rescue operations.
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been lending a hand in animal
rescue operations since Taal’s
phreatic eruption on Jan. 12.
She shared that more and more
animals are being rescued from
danger zones and taken to shelters
run by animal welfare advocates.
Sanchez said those who want
to help can contact her through
adoptapetfromk@gmail.com.

BRYAN MESIAS

STAR ROXAS

All photos & articles available online!
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Catholic community celebrates Feast of Santo Niño

T

he Feast of the Sto. Niño was
celebrated by the Catholic
community last Sunday, January
19th, including St Peter's Roman Catholic
Parish. Held at the Petrus Hall at 3 pm, it
was a full house after the parish combined
the 2 pm and 4:30 pm masses to give way
to the special celebration. Parishioners
were requested to wear red and were
provided with yellow flags to make the
celebration more festive, just how the feast
is celebrated in the Philippines. Monsignor
Enrique Samson Jr together with Fr Mar

Batucan officiated the mass. In his homily,
Monsignor Samson re-lived the story of our
devotion to Sto Niño and the importance of
keeping our faith in the Holy Child.
The devotion to the Sto Niño in the
Philippines dates back to 1521 when
the image was given to Queen Juana by
Ferdinand Magellan after she was baptized
with her husband, King Humabon, in Cebu,
making the devotion as old as the history of
Christianity in the country .
After the mass, images of Sto Niño
brought by the parishioners were blessed

by Monsignor Samson. While the image
of Sto Niño was carried around in a
procession, everybody joined the festive
Sinulog dancing while chanting Viva
Senor Santo Niño or Hail Lord Holy Child.
The celebration ended with a potluck
celebration that the congregation shared.
This is the 4th year that St Peter's has
celebrated the Feast of the Sto Niño. “We
are thinking of ways on how to make our
celebration more meaningful next year,”
Monsignor Samson said.

Next year is Viva Senor Sto Niño
500th year of arrival in the Philippines.

Photos by Noni Manalili and Ron Cantiveros | Filipino Journal
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Filipino Wedding Vendors at your service
at the Wonderful Wedding Show

S

ome Filipino businesses
were featured at the
recently-held 30th Annual
Wonderful Wedding Show at the
last January 18-19 at the RBC
Convention Centre.
Among who joined are
business owners that, of course,
offer services for weddings and
other events.
Family-owned
MYXZ
IMAGES, who specializes in
Ad Reference:
Customer ID: Ad Type:
event coordination, DJ, Page:
photo and
1000067806 /
1000557380 DHCW / WP
1 of 1
video services joined for
the first
Ad Request ID:
Ad Class:
Ad Proof Date:
time to highlight
the first and only
1-5175499912
SPEC
2016-01-05 12:58
360 Video Booth in Winnipeg.
Ad Placement Reference:
“We were busy. A lot of people
WPGY/YPE/16/Credit & Debt Counselling
lined up, curious to try our video
booth,” shared owner Myra
Jacinto.
Cinnaholic
Gourmet
Cinnamon Rolls that takes

cinnamon rolls to gourmet levels
was one of the featured sweets
provider, with owner Menchie
Finlay present to answer questions
about their products.
Linda Ramos, owner of
Gelyn’s Wedding Lounge was also
busy at her booth showing some
of their stunning cake designs.
A few business owners who
are regular participants at the
show were again present this year.
Mosaic Event Centre, owned
by Darrin Hoffman and Zeny
Regalado was one of the featured
venue providers. Mosaic features
multiple rooms, including a
gorgeous chapel, reception hall,
foyer and various meeting spaces
located on Nairn Ave.
And last but not least, as
spotted every year at the show,

Aldo Formal Wear by Ken Lozano,
wowed the crowd again with his
creations during the fashion show.
Their collection consists of a
tuxedo rental program and a made
to measure custom suit program.
The $20,000 Dream Wedding
Prize Package was won this
year by a Filipino couple named
Marianne Campos and Kevin
Fauni. Among the wedding
professionals who are providing
them with wedding services are
also Filipino-owned businesses
Ann+Co for a month coordination
and Parasayo for Seating Chart,
both owned by Linger Aragon.
With the Wonderful Wedding
Show getting busier each year,
many look forward to seeing more
Filipino businesses at the biggest
wedding event.

Credit Counselling • Credit Rebuilding
Aldo models

360 Video Booth by MYXZ Images

Linda Ramos of Gelyn’s Wedding Lounge

Menchie Finlay of Cinnaholic
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Winnipeg dances “Tala” for Taal Victims

W

hat started as “for fun” temperature. Everyone came with
activity
eventually something red in their outfit as
became a “for a cause requested by the organizers. The
“project.
entire group briefly danced the
After DKF Fashion’s Fran chorus of the song that lasted for
Vasu shared the idea of doing just over a minute. Young and
Sarah Geronimo’s hit tala dance old, families, groups of friends,
in snow with JP Sumbillo and etc were ecstatic because not only
Kelly Legaspi, the three started they were able to entertain others
organizing the event . The trio but also were able to donate for
narrated via 204 Live Music last the eruption victims.
Tuesday that organizing the event
The three organizers were
was not at all difficult. “This must touched by the people who
have been the easiest event ever showed up despite the freezing
organized,” Sumbillo said. The temperature.
three have worked in various
“It is very moving and
projects in the past and knew extremely impressive. It was
how they could well collaborate really cold but our kababayans
to make the Tala Flash Mob a were very positive in dancing and
reality. Things happened fast from giving.” Vasu said.
putting up a Facebook account,
Kelly Legaspi shared how
drafting waiver form for the kababayan touched and made her
dancers, setting a rehearsal date, cry. “It was very heartwarming.
looking for a venue and setting It was beyond that what I’ve
the actual day of the flash mob.
expected. Maraming Talamat Tala
While preps are happening,
shocking news on the Taal Volcano
eruption reached Manitoba. It
moved people and organizations
to initiate fundraisings and so was
the Tala team. Coincidentally,
the play of words turned out to
perfectly match the event and the
purpose – TALA para sa TAAL.
On January 19, 12noon at
the Garden City Park ,over 70
people came to dance for a cause
despite the freezing -23 degree

Let’s get social

Winnipeg! We made history and
you were all the stars!”
Last Tuesday, via 204 Live
Music, all cash donations were
counted. Tala flash mob raised
$757 or P30,000 and it was
forwarded to ABS-CBN Lingkod
Kapamilya Foundation.

Photos by Noni Manalili
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Three Filipino groups hear the call to volunteer at Winnipeg Harvest

W

ith
the Winnipeg
Harvest’s
slogan:
“Hunger does not
take a holiday,” the three
Filipino groups, namely, the
Quezon Province Association of
Manitoba, the SoulOneSeed and
the Tropang Buhler, were headed
to this not-for-profit organization
to spend their time, last Saturday,
Jan. 18, sorting out the food
donations. And this is their first
gesture of volunteerism at the
beginning of the year 2020.
The Winnipeg Harvest has
become an institution for those
people who are struggling to
feed themselves and their family
members. Currently, Winnipeg
Harvest is serving more than
64,000 people per month, with
over 43% are children under 18
years of age. Food are donated
from large food manufacturers
and distributors, some are coming
from the farmers and gardeners.
And with this load of food
available, continuous flow of
volunteers has been on going to
help sort out for those Manitobans
who are in need.
Volunteers are coming to
help and many hours have been
spent even during the holidays.
And the volunteers have been

enjoying to share their time and
efforts to help those who have
less in life.
“It is an overwhelming
experience to witness and to be
involved to sort out foods coming
from many places and to be
picked-up by needy individuals
and families. And I am happy
to share my retirement hours
in the Winnipeg Harvest. I am
encouraged to come back,” said
Carol T. Castro, one of the active
members of the Quezon Province
Association
of
Manitoba
(QPAM).
Part
of
the
QPAM
commitments to volunteerism
is led by its current president,
Maggie Chan-Urbano, Two new
groups had joined to share their
time to help. The “SeedOneSoul”
who is composed of Frank Urbano,
Rickie and Jon Jon Natoc, said,
“This is an opportunity for us to
teach our kids how community
volunteerism is a good cause
and simply an important life
lesson. Helping others improves
your emotional well-being and
it feels good. It is a rewarding
and an eye opening experience.
And furthermore, it is fun times
spending time with your real
friends, very uplifting. Hopefully

our volunteerism to help the less
fortunate would inspire other
band groups to do the same.”
And from Tropang Buhler,
Maria de Lima says: “For me,
it’s a good feeling that even
little things, like helping the
community that you make other
people happy.” Added by Hazel
Dino,
“The
reason
why
I
volunteered is that with this

simple deed you can achieve
With all the smiles of the
something bigger. A simple action volunteers, even during holidays
can make a difference. Happy to and weekends, helping others is
help,” added Hazel Dino.
very rewarding indeed.

Photos courtesy of Maggie Chan-Urbano

All photos & articles available online!
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/lb

6
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99
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Crust or Pizzeria
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Top Sirloin Roast
cut from Canada
AA grade beef
11.00/kg

49

COMPLIMENTS Hickory
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FOLGERS Roast & Ground Coffee
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LAVAZZA Whole Bean or Ground
Coffee 340 g
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Fresh Pork Side Ribs
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Cantaloupes
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Guatemala
no 1 grade
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Whole Wheat Bread 570-675 g
or English Muffins 6 pk
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Yogurt 650 g, Activia
Yogurt, Drinkables or
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Extra Large Cherries product
of Chile no 1 grade 10.52/kg
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CRACKER BARREL Cheese
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or NATREL Lactose Free 2 L

PUREX Bathroom Tissue 12 double rolls, SPONGETOWELS
Paper Towel Ultra choose-a-size or Strong 6 rolls or
SCOTTIES Facial Tissue 6 pk
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‘JaDine’ breakup top
trending topic on Twitter

T

he breakup of James
Reid and Nadine Lustre
recently became the top
trending topic on Twitter.
“Nadine”
topped
the
list with over 164,000 tweets
followed by “James Reid” with

over 81,000 tweets, as of posting
time. Their loveteam tag “JaDine”
also made it to the list with over
31,000 tweets.
The
celebrity
couple
reportedly split after deciding to
focus on their personal growth and

career. The two have been in
a relationship since 2016
and would have celebrated
their fourth anniversary
next month.

Alex Gonzaga shows engagement
ring on her birthday
Alex Gonzaga surprised
everyone on her own birthday
by unveiling an engagement
ring in a picture together with
long-time beau Mikee Morada.
The Kapamilya actress
and YouTube vlogger has been
dating Mikee, a non-showbiz
guy, for three years. They
have been engaged since late
December as seen in a birthday
vlog posted by Alex. The
engagement clip dated Dec. 27,
2019 and posted on YouTube
on Jan. 16, 2020, showed her as
she excitedly glowed with the
set of engagement rings.

All photos & articles available online!
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Blue Bomber MVP Andrew Harris graces Dhillon Automotive
Group’s Christmas party with fun and excitement!

Dhillon Automotive Group
dealership turned into a celebrity
hub last December 17 when the
Blue Bomber Running Back,
Andrew
Harris,graced
the
Christmas Party tendered by the
management for the employees
and for their clients.
Andrew Harris was voted the
Most Valuable Player (MVP) and
the Most Valuable Canadian at the
CFL Championship game held in
Calgary where the Blue Bombers
won against Hamilton Ti-Cats,
ending the 29-year championship
drought.
“This is a very memorable
for us, for having Andrew Harris
to be our special guest, Andrew
Harris, a Winnipeg native, to

share excitement and fun with
the management, our employees
and our clients. We are die-hard
football fans and to have him with
us, posing for souvenir pictures,
hearing his stories for his role
in the championship game,
has given us the piece of the
championship glory. Thank you,
Andrew, for being with us and we
do appreciate your willingness to
reach out to these die-hard fans
during this holiday season,” said
Paul Dhillon, president of Dhillon
Automotive Group
Andrew Harris tirelessly
posed for photos with the presence
of the most coveted “Grey
Cup Championship Trophy”.
Management, guests, sales force
and kids were all excited to be
with him in many souvenir photos.
Even he autographed the “Grey
Cup Togue” and had so much
time to chat with everybody.
Harris
received
a
“Ceremonial Star Blanket”, as
presented by Lisa Meeches,
Grand Chief Jerry Daniel,
Regional Grand Chief Kevin Hart
and Chief Leroy Constant.
And Rocky Dhillon, vicepresident, gave a birthday cake
for Philip Halili, one of the sales
directors who was celebrating his
26th year. “I was really surprised

when they brought a birthday
cake and the people started to
sing Happy Birthday. I was totally
touched and I felt special for their
treatment with their employees,”
Philip Halili said.
And lately, the management
led by Paul Dhillon, president,
sales force and employees were
celebrating the winning of the
most coveted award given to
Dhillon Automotive Group as
“Top Choice Award Used Car
Dealership of 2020”.
“We have worked hard to
win this award and thus, giving us
prominence in serving the public
for their used car and at the same
time, inspiring us to give our

clients the best service they can
And the business climate in
get when choosing our dealership the used car market for the Dhillon
for their vehicles,” a smiling Paul Automotive Group in 2020 looks
Dhillon, president, said.
so promising.

Photos by Rod Cantiveros | Filipino Journal
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204 Neighbourhood Watch Revives
Traditional Filipino Caroling,
Supports Other Patrol Groups

A

group of kababayans went
around the Amber Trails
area in Winnipeg a day
before Christmas Eve to revive the
Filipino custom of house-to-house
caroling. Organized by the 204
Neighbourhood Watch, Inc., the
event drew around 30 participants
who came from all over the city and
even outside of it, as this writer and
his family drove all the way from
Steinbach to join the activity.
In the Philippines, the traditional
Christmas caroling is done by groups
of kids who go from house to house to
serenade homeowners with Yuletide
tunes such as “Jingle Bells”, “We
Wish You a Merry Christmas”, and
“Pasko na Naman (It’s Christmas
Again),” among many other English
and Filipino songs. Carolers typically
use improvised musical instruments
like a tambourine made out of flattened
bottle caps that are strung around a
wire hoop, and banging on pots or
pans for percussion. Homeowners
would then hand out token amounts
of PHP 10 to PHP 20 to carolers
to show their appreciation of the
performance. Larger amounts like
PHP 100 and more are reserved
for adult carolers who are usually
members of organizations that are
raising funds for a cause.
The evening’s participants – a
merry mix of the young and the
young at heart -- initially met up at a
commercial area by Keewatin Street
around 6:00 PM, then proceeded
to the residence of group founder
Leila Castro where the carolers
were briefed about the route, did
some rehearsals, and snacked on
BakeRite pan de sal and hot beverages
before braving the evening cold. A
well-known community advocate,
Castro was able to entice prominent
Filipino kababayan to support
her endeavours such as the 204
Neighbourhood Watch and the

At Cruz residence

evening’s activity. Four homeowners
around the Amber Trails welcomed
the group into their homes to sing
Christmas carols. Among them were
the Aseron residence of Adrian Rey
and Kris Ann, The Cruz residence of
Darlene and Philip of Fil-Canadian
Auto Repair, the Casimiro residence
of Rodel and Imelda, and the De
Quiroz residence of prominent
realtors Nestor and Jackie. In a
statement on her Facebook account,
Castro thanked the generosity of the
homeowners with the usual farewell
of Filipino carolers, “Thank you,
thank you, ang babait ninyo (you
are very kind), thank you!”
The group wrapped up the
activity at the nearby Jollibee branch
where they shared a supper of crispy
chicken, fries and pop. Following
tradition, the kid carolers divvied up
their earnings, with each one taking
home 30 dollars, along with lots of
candy and treats. In summing up the
event, Castro said it was all about
“spreading words of love and hope
through Christmas carols, and letting
Filipino-Canadian kids experience
a popular Christmas tradition of the
Philippines.”
The Philippine-style caroling was
a special project of 204 Neighbourhood
Watch. Founded by Castro back in
the spring of 2017, the group is more
known for keeping a watchful eye
over the community as they patrol
three hours a week in different areas
of the city upon request. Modelled
after Bear Clan which initially
guided them, 204 Neighbourhood
Watch inspects parks
and playgrounds, picks up
drug baggies and liquor bottles. In
their first six months, the group has
already rendered 650 manhours of
community volunteerism, thanks to
an average of 12 people showing
up to volunteer every patrol night.
With the city of Winnipeg

experiencing a record level of 44
homicides in 2019, having volunteer
community patrols like Bear Clan
and Castro’s group are a welcome
presence on the streets. The Winnipeg
Neighbourhood Outreach and Watch
(NOW) Patrol is another group
that’s all set to pitch in. Founded
by Winnipeg community figure Jeri
Stern, NOW Patrol describes itself
as “a campaign to harness the power
of neighbourhood collaboration and
mobile technology that will inspire
and empower citizens to get involved
in maintaining community safety
and poverty reduction.”
NOW Patrol held a city-wide meet
and greet of various neighbourhood
patrol groups on the evening of
January 10th. The three-hour event
took place at the Smitty’s by Ellice
and St. James. Among the participants
were representatives from Bear Clan,
Fearless R2W, the Citizens on Patrol
Program (COPP), the Winnipeg
Jewish Business Council (WJBC),
Ponz Mapuyan of NorWest Co-op,
and Leila and Rene Castro of 204
Neighbourhood Watch.
Each representative was allotted
10 to 13 minutes to talk about their
group, followed by 2 to 5 minutes
for Q & A. During Castro’s turn to
speak, she described her 2-year old
organization as “composed of ordinary
people -- foster parents, health care
aide workers, carpenters, car dealers,
community workers." She shared her
core belief that everyone should be
involved in protecting Winnipeg,
and that Manitobans should get to
know each other so that everyone
feels welcome and safe, especially
newcomers.
“We are thankful for the humbling
and eye-opening experience of
walking for hours to know our
neighbourhood and be able to do
something to make it a safer place.”

Carollers arrive at Aseron residence

Rehearsal at Castro residence

Regrouping at Jollibee

Enjoying warm snacks before braving the
cold

City wide gathering - Jeri Stern Speech

City wide gathering - Leila Castro Speech

Inside Aseron residence

At De Quiroz residence

Let’s get social

204 Neighbourhood Watch founder Leila
Castro explains significance of the event
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Sudoku Puzzles are games of patience, numbers and genius! The satisfaction of solving
a challenging Sudoku Puzzle is one of the greatest accomplishments any sudoku game
player can experience. Here is the puzzle. Good luck!

Solutions for Palaisipan & Sudoku will be posted online
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Horoscope
Although unquestionable aspects of your life may not be moving
as quickly as you’d like, do best to focus on smaller, more easily
manageable projects or break bigger ones into smaller piece. There’s
a chance your confidence may be lower than usual, but don’t let that
keep you from moving ahead. You could be a call to continue your
efforts even if only a step at a time.

You’ll be ready to look new social opportunities for enjoyment and
business. With a focus in general, it’s time to passage your energies
into projects that are deeply meaningful to you, especially any longheld dreams that you may be in a position to realize. Easy does it,
though, as you’d be wise to plan first and take special care regarding
costs. Romance could be in the air, too, if you’re ready to date and
enjoy it.
You may be moving through a period of sending back. See the
coming opportunity to do a little emotional housecleaning and
finally be done with issues that have been monitor you for some
time. Theycould bring impressive insights regarding situations
or people that are ready to leave your life. Don’t be too attached
to them - let them go! It’s time to make space for all the new
opportunities coming your way.

PAHALANG

It’s moving through a lively, positive aspect, with
showing special promise regarding one event. Whether
it’s a party or first date, you look set to have a wonderful
time. Also, a reunion with old friends or even an old flame
is possible. Just be careful about promising more than you
can deliver, as the present setup could bring unexpected
delays. Be conservative rather than overly charitable in
your estimate of what you can do.

Your zone of secrets, shared expenses, and intimacy
is very much in. And this is definitely the time to
take stock and consider how you might get your
money and intimate life back on track. The perfect
opportunity for a fresh start, but you’d be wise not
to rush into anything. Wait until pushes ahead again.
Research your options in the meantime.

Pleasure plans come in the front as you and your
sweetheart, love interest, or perhaps family and children
come together in the spirit of fun and adventure. It can
be a time of privilege, too, as encourages romantic dates.
Cultural activities can also bring a lot of enjoyment your
way. If you’re eager to increase your musical or artistic
knowledge, this is the time to do it.

This is a good time to take stock and explore fresh
possibilities connected with your career and major
ambitions. With this area, you’ll be well placed to start
a new job or contract or enjoy time in the spotlight and
make the most of it. Just go easy concerning finances, as
the present alignment could see you buying items that,
while desirable, may not be necessary.

You’ll have the perfect chance to resolve any significant
issues or disagreements with others. If certain deals or
situations need adjust or compromises need to be made,
this is your chance to go for it. The perfect time to take a
relationship to the next level, don’t hurry into anything.
Keep the intention most important in your mind and see
how you feel.

With a lively focus on your home and family zone, this
is the ideal time to take the opportunity to kick back and
relax, as well as spend time with those you’re closest to.
And with this same sector on, you might feel motivated
to give your place a makeover or clear out the mess. If
you have items to sell, you could make some money, too.

Be prepared to move out of your sector and consider
expand your prospect. Indeed, if you’re finding it difficult
to make progress in key areas of life, turn your attention
to exploring new options that might enable you to channel
your energies elsewhere. You may experience such delays
on the home front if family responsibilities keep you from
doing as much as you’d like. Even so, small attack into
new territory can leave you feeling happy.

While inconvenient, you can use this phase to your
advantage. Make a choice to rethink your timetable and
the way you spend your days and consider making one
or two fundamental changes so that life becomes easier
and more efficient. See the opportunity to experiment
with what works for you. With a reverting, reviewing your
progress can be helpful in others areas of life, too.

Make sure to back up important files on your computer
and put essential documents in a safe place. Enjoy the
opportunity to reunite with old friends or spend time with
family members you haven’t seen in a while. If you’ve
had a minor brush with a neighbor, the present lineup
makes this the perfect time to smooth things over and
get back on good terms. Watch out for mixed signals in
relationships, too.

PABABA
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Inaugural Max’s Business Event
Series - Growth and Expansion:
How Best to Grow Your Business
Max's
Restaurant
launched a new event series for
entrepreneurs and professionals
this week and in part, a CPA
Canadian Financial Literacy
Session.

Guest
speakers
were
Alex Mariano Jr, CPA CA
from
bakertilley,
Michael
Gussakovsky and Jeremy Lai
from BDC. The presentations
focused
on
growth
and

expansion and how to best grow
your business. Attendees learned
the financial implications of
growth of a business, tools and
techniques, and the best times
and reasons to grow a business.

Max’s business speakers, sponsors and hosts (l-r): Jeremy Lai, Senior Account Manager
BDC; Michael Gussakovsky, Account Manager BDC; Alex Mariano Jr, CPA CA bakertilly; JR
Alibin, President Alibin Group; and Kristine Tubiera, CEO, LMVA Consulting.
Photos by Ron Cantiveros | Filipino Journal
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P R O UD LY S UP P O R T IN G
T H E FILIP IN O C O M M UN IT Y

Right by your side,
through it all.
We are committed to providing compassionate
service at both our Nairn and Inkster locations.
Our team of professional experts will guide
and support you during your time of grief,
and ensure your loved one is celebrated.

IM M E D I AT E N E E D? WE ’ RE HE RE FO R Y OU 2 4 / 7

Exclusive Offer
For Filipino Journal Readers

Let’s get social

Call today for competitive
funeral and memorial packages.

1839 INKSTER BOULEVARD
1006 NAIRN AVENUE
MOSAICFUNERALS.CA
INFO@MOSAICFUNERALS.CA

OWNER DARIN HOFFMAN
& SPOUSE ZENY REGALADO

PREARRANGE TODAY AND SAVINGS EQUIVALENT TO THE GST
WILL BE APPLIED. Traditional interment and memorial services only.
Offer valid with coupon code FILIPINOJOURNAL, one coupon per
prearranged client. Offer expires February 29, 2020.
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Alfredo Tan, Keynote Speaker at Innovators Gala Dinner
Now with Westjet, former Facebook Country Manager for the Philippines

O

ur featured guest for
The Innovators 2020
is Alfredo C. Tan, the
first Chief Digital & Innovation
Officer for WestJet Airlines
responsible for building a culture
of innovation and in the process
transform the airline to become a
digital enterprise.
His focus is to significantly
enhance WestJet’s self-service
capabilities and transform all their
digital platforms, allowing for not
only a seamless guest experience,
but
improve
commercial
performance.

Alfredo joins WestJet as a
former Facebook and Instagram
Executive in Canada, where he
was a founding team member in
early 2009. Alfredo went on to
work with the leadership team
in Asia-Pacific in 2016 to help
launch Facebook and Instagram
in the Philippines.
Alfredo is also an Industry
Professor in the Strategic
Management Faculty at McMaster
University. His lectures focus
on
Digital
Transformation,
Organizational Leadership &
Strategy in the EMBA, MBA,
and BComm programs. Alfredo

has also been a frequent Keynote
Speaker at leading Technology,
Media, Marketing, Academic
& Aviation Conferences across
North America and Asia.
Alfredo currently sits on
the Digital Advisory Board at
the World Aviation Festival,
the University of Waterloo, the
Advisory Board on Innovation
at McMaster University and
provides research support for the
McMaster Digital Transformation
Research Centre (MDTRC). He is
also a member of the Leadership
Council at the Perimeter Institute
for Theoretical Physics.

From the Interns to the CEO:
Building a Cohesive Culture of
Innovation
At WestJet Airlines, Alfredo
C. Tan is responsible for building
a culture of innovation—and,
while he’s at it, transforming the
customer experience across all
digital channels and touch points.
How does he tackle this massive
responsibility? And what can you
learn from his successes (and his
failures)?
In this talk, Alfredo reveals
the values your company needs
to embody if it wants to truly
embrace the future and stay ahead

SEE WESTJET’S
CHIEF DIGITAL OFFICER,
AT THIS YEAR’S
INNOVATORS EVENT
Alfredo Tan is the first Chief Digital and Innovation Officer for
WestJet Airlines, responsible for building a culture of innovation
and transforming the airline into a digital enterprise. Prior to
his role at WestJet, Alfredo was a part of the Facebook and
Instagram Canada founding team. During his time at Facebook,
he played a large role in facilitating the successful launch of
both platforms in the Philippines. Alfredo is also currently
an Industry Professor in the Strategic Management Faculty
at McMaster University in Montreal.
Join us on Wednesday, January 29th at the RBC Convention
Centre to hear Alfredo Tan speak. He’s a dynamic, funny and
forward-thinking speaker who is guaranteed to leave you with
insights and take-aways on how you can achieve impact both
personally and through your organization.

of change. He shares forwardthinking examples and methods
you can start im-plementing right
away. And he makes even the most
high-tech concepts accessible for
any audience. Focus on impact,
says Alfredo—don’t get stuck
doing business the way it was
done 30 or 40 years ago. It’s
time for your entire organization
to champion innovation and
welcome a new level of success.
Alfredo Tan will be joined on
stage by Jon Erlichman, anchor
of BNN Bloomberg’s morning
program, The Open.
Jon Erlichman anchors BNN
Bloomberg’s morning program,
The Open, corresponds and fillsin as an anchor for CTV National
News, and is a contributor to
CTV’s “Your Morning.”
He’s a fill-in anchor for
Bloomberg’s global program
“Bloomberg Markets,” hosts
BNN Bloomberg and CTV
“Sidelines,” and can be heard on
iHeartRadio’s BNN Bloomberg
Radio, The Andrew Carter
Morning Show, and Newstalk’s
1010 Moore in the Morning.
Erlichman has more than
100,000 followers across all social
media platforms, and was profiled
by AdWeek in its September 2015
cover story “Meet The Newest
Live-streaming Stars Every Brand
Should Know About.” Business
Insider also named him one of the
“100 Tech People You Have to
Follow On Twitter.”

Alfredo tan
Chief Digital &
Innovation Officer
westjet

To find out more about how partnering with
Tech Manitoba can benefit your organization,
contact us at info@techmanitoba.ca today.
TechManitoba.ca

@TechManitoba

TECHMB
Spread the word!
Don’t miss it!
Tickets to the
Innovators gala
dinner and
Disrupted can b
e purchased
online at
TechManitoba.ca.
See you there!
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CONQUER THE ROAD
& SAVE AT THE PUMP.

2020 HONDA CR-V LX 2WD
MODEL# RW1H2LES

LEASE

APR

91 4.99

$

@

CASH PRICE

%

OR

31,180

$

WEEKLY FOR 60 MONTHS WITH $0 DOWN

PLUS TAXES*

*2020 CRV LX 2WD Lease at 91 weekly at 4.99 APR for 60 months, stock#: 800209, model code:
RW1H2LES down payment $0. Cost of borrowing: $5594.77, Residual: 13027. 20000km per year
allowance with overage $0.12/KM for excess KM. Cash price 31180 Including freight, PDI. All payments/
prices are plus GST and PST. Conditions may apply, see dealership for full details. First payment due
upon signing. Offer expires 1/31/20. Dealer permit #4297.

Bring in this code to unlock Special In-Store Incentives

FJJAN20

KILALANIN ANG INYONG CROWN HONDA SALES TEAM!
SALES TEAM

Carolyn
Enano

Lester
Garcia

Myles
Genido

MANAGEMENT TEAM

Angelica
Valdez

Sherie
Solomon

Paul
De Leon

Paolo
Bautista

Alvin
Albay

Gilbert
Ortiz

Joseph
Dabu

FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM

100%

GARANTISADO
ANG APRUBA
Marc
Tolentino

Ryan
Cipriano

Farrah
Abarquez

Glenn
Alcantara

Mark
Deguzman

PUNTAHAN NINYO KAMI DITO SA 2610 MCPHILLIPS STREET!

Tawag Na!

204-284-6632

Making Car Ownership Easy
Dealer Permit # 4297
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